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IF I should see a sinner staggering on in his progress to hell, I would not 
give him up, even when he had advanced to the last stage of iniquity. Though 
his foot hung trembling over the very verge of perdition, I would not cease to 
pray for him; and though he should in his poor drunken wickedness go 
staggering on till one foot were over hell, and he were ready to perish, I 
would not despair of him. Till the pit had shut her mouth upon him I would 
believe it still possible that divine grace might save him. See here! he is just 
upon the edge of the pit, ready to fall; but ere he falls, free grace bids, “Arrest 
that man!” Down mercy comes, catches him on her broad wings, and he is 
saved, a trophy of redeeming love. If there be any such in this vast assembly 
—if there be any here of the outcast of society, the vilest of the vile, the scum, 
the draff of this poor world,—oh! ye chief of sinners! Christ is “able to save 
to the uttermost.” Tell that everywhere, in every [attic], in every cellar, in 
every haunt of vice, in every kennel of sin; tell it everywhere! “To the 
uttermost!” “He is able to save them to the uttermost!” 


— Charles Spurgeon 


Welcome 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local 
body of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll 
soon discover we’re an imperfect church, with an imperfect pastor, 
yet by God’s undeserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the 
perfect gospel of our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call 
His name Jesus for He shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall 
save His people from their sins. And beloved believing sinner you 
already know it! You are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost 
[Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


Announcements 


Lincoln Wood Baptist Church, Grace Conference 
Chris Cunningham & Gabe Stalnaker 


Friday, October 20th @ 7:30 pm, 
Saturday, October 21st @ 10 am, 
Sunday, October 22nd @ 11 am 


Resources 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


Grace Article 


‘““Jesus, and the resurrection” 
“he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.” (Acts 17:18) 


BELIEVE that “Jesus, and the resurrection” is a sentence which stands for 
the whole Gospel. The Founder’s name, and one of the foundation facts of 
the Gospel, stand before us for the whole of Christianity. 


What, then, does this sentence mean? What are we to understand St. Paul preached? 
St. Paul at Athens preached the person of the Lord Jesus: His divinity, His incarnation, 
His mission unto the world to save sinners, His life and death and ascension up to 
heaven, His character, His teaching, His amazing love to the souls of men. 


St. Paul at Athens preached the work of the Lord Jesus: His sacrifice upon the 
cross, His vicarious satisfaction for sin, His substitution as the just for the unjust, 
the full redemption He has effected for all who believe, the complete victory He 
has obtained for lost man over sin, death, and hell. 


St. Paul preached the offices of the Lord Jesus: as the one mediator between God 
and all mankind, as the great Physician for all sin-sick souls, as the Rest-giver and 
Peace-maker for all heavy-laden hearts, as the friend of the friendless, the High 
Priest and Advocate of all who commit their souls into His hands, the Ransom- 
payer of captives, the Light and Guide of all wandering from God. 


St. Paul at Athens preached the terms which the Lord Jesus had commanded His 
servants to proclaim to all the world: His readiness and willingness to receive at 
once the chief of sinners; His ability to save to the uttermost all who come unto 
God by him; the full, present and immediate forgiveness which He [gives] to all 
who believe; the complete cleansing in His blood for all manner of sin; faith or 
simple trust of heart the one thing required of all who feel their sins and desire to 
be saved; entire justification without deeds of law for all who believe. 


Last, but not least, St. Paul preached at Athens the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. He 
preached it as the miraculous fact on which Jesus himself staked the whole credibility 
of His mission, and as a fact proved by such abounding evidence that no caviller at 
miracles has ever yet honestly dared to meet: — He preached it as a fact, which was the 
very top-stone of the whole work of redemption, proving that what Christ undertook 
He fully accomplished; that the ransom was accepted, the atonement completed, and 
the prison doors thrown open for ever. He preached it as a fact, proving beyond doubt 
the possibility and certainty of our own resurrection in the flesh, and settling for ever 
the great question, “Can God raise the dead?” [Acts 26:8] 

These things and many like them I cannot doubt St. Paul preached at Athens. I 
cannot for one moment suppose that he taught one thing at one place, and one at 
another. The Holy Ghost supplies the substance of his preaching in that pregnant 
sentence, “Jesus, and the resurrection.” The same Holy Ghost has told us fully how 
he handled these subjects at Antioch in Pisidia, at Philip, at Corinth, and Ephesus. 
The Acts and the Epistles speak out on this point with no uncertain sound... 


continued on the next page 


.... believe that “Jesus, and the resurrection” means—Jesus and the 
redemption He effected by His death and rising from the grave, His blood, His 
cross, His substitution, His mediation, His triumphant entrance into heaven, and 
the consequent full and complete salvation of all sinners who believe in Him. 
This is the doctrine St. Paul preached. This is the work St. Paul did when he 
was at Athens. 


Men and brethren, have we nothing to learn from these doings of the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles? There are lessons of deep importance to which I 
venture briefly to invite your attention. I say briefly. Time forbids me to dwell 
on them at any length. I only throw them out, as seeds for private thought. 


Learn, for one thing, a doctrinal lesson from St. Paul’s doings at Athens. The 
grand subject of our teaching in every place ought to be Jesus Christ. However 
learned or however unlearned, however high-born or however humble our 
audience, Christ crucified—Christ—Christ—Christ—crucified, rising, 
interceding, redeeming, pardoning, receiving, saving —Christ must be the grand 
theme of our teaching. We shall never mend this Gospel. We shall never find 
any other subject which will do so much good. We must sow as St. Paul sowed, 
if we would reap as St. Paul reaped. 


Learn, for another thing, a practical lesson from St. Paul’s doings at Athens. We 
must never be afraid to stand alone and be solitary witnesses for Christ, if need 
be,—alone in a vast ungodly parish, in our own land,—alone in Delhi, or 
Peshawur, or Benares, or Hydrabad, or Pekin, or Nankin,—it matters not. We 
need not hold our peace, if God’s truth be on our side. One Paul at Athens, one 
Athanasius against the world, one Wycliffe against a host of Romish prelates, 
one Luther at Worms, these, these, are lighthouses before our eyes. God sees 
not as man sees. We must not stand still to count heads and number the people. 
One man, with Christ in his heart and the Bible in his hands, is stronger than a 
myriad of idolaters. 


Learn, for one thing more, a lesson of encouragement to faith from St. Paul’s doings 
at Athens. If we preach the Gospel, we must preach with perfect confidence that it 
will do good. Our eyes may never see it; our ears may never hear it; but if we preach 
the truth it will do good. That solitary Jew of Tarsus who stood up alone on Mars’ 
Hill appeared at the time to do little or nothing. He passed on his way and seemed to 
have made a failure. The Stoics and Epicueans probably laughed and sneered as if 
the day were their own. But that solitary Jew was lighting a candle that has never 
since been quenched. The word that he preached in Athens, grew and multiplied 
and became a great tree. That little leaven ultimately leavened the whole of Greece. 
The gospel that Paul preached triumphed over idolatry. The empty Parthenon stands 
to this day, a proof that Athenian theology is dead and gone. Yes! if we sow good 
seed, we may sow in tears, but we shall yet “come again with joy, bring our sheaves 
with us.” [Psalm 126:6]. 


— J.C. Ryle (1816-1900 ~) 84 @ 


An excerpt from the article, “Jesus, and the resurrection” / bookshelf.sovereigngrace.us 


